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Application No 

09/708,817 



Examiner 

Karl D Easthom 



. The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THF MAII ING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

.' ' E^ension^Qf time may be availabie under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, nowever, may a rep,y UB «y 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )H Responsive to communication(s) filed on 01 July 2003 . 

2a)H This action is FINAL 2b)D This action is non-final. 

Qinre thk application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
^ closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11.453 O.b. n J. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) Ej Ciaim(s) 1-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1-26 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I I )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

[f approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
12)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner, 
n.i^ifw ,, n Hor 7* II 55 C. SS 119 and 120 



a)H All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

n * r, « r ,„nTn zqo\ 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). • 

1) D Notice of References C.ted (PTO-892) H Notice of !nformal Pat ent Application (PTO-1 52, 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) V LJ inuuw* u 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) U Other: 



U S Patent and Trademark Office . n «. immarv Part Of Paper No. 9 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) 0ffice Actl0n Summary 



Paee 2 

Application/Control Number: 09/7088 1 7 
Art Unit: 2832 

, . The drawings are objected to because Japanese characters and other indicia are at the top 
of the drawings. A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. The "Prior Art" amendments arc otherwise accepted as informal 

drawings. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) ot section 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1-9, 12-22, and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Masuda (US 5,982,272). Masuda discloses the claimed invention at Figs. 1 , 7, and 10 where 
the 1 portion is 43 (see Fig. 7), the annular portion is 42, the folded back portion is the portion of 
the base 41 adjacent the fold 43b. The annular and I portions are "coupled" to the one end 43b 



3. 



the case is I . In claims 4 and 17, the rotor 53 at Fig. 1 1 for example, has an inclined portion in 
the center thereof directly above the 1 portion 43a and opposite thereto "corresponding to the 
folded portion" where that term means that the two have similar shapes. In claim 3, the I 
portion is raised without bending since the part 43 is straight after the bend similar to applicant's 
disclosure where the I port.on is next to the bend 84. In claim 19, the protrusions are seen at 
Fig. 1 for holding the rotor and thereby to prevent slipping. In claim 20 the lead terminals 22, 23 



n }mm r*. r\ f~\ * 
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Application/Control Number: Wl /U88 1 / 



Art uuii; loil 



go through the holes surrounding same. In claims 21-22 , the contacts are 42a, 43a at Fig. 3. In 
calms 25 and 26, the elements are "substantially" the same as appearing substantially equal in 
length and having the same materials. The arcuate resistor is disclosed at col. 5, lines 60-65 and 
Fig. 3 with 42a traveling thereon. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

, w v .u..: n -d invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 

S^oSS^^^ *e subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
* ™i toVr subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the inventton was made 
"T^S^A skill in the art to which satd subject matter pertains. Patentabihty shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 10-1 1 and 23-24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Masuda (US 5,982,272) in view of admitted prior art Figs. 2 and 4 (APA). Masuda discloses 
the invention except the disc shape and rotor protrusions with slider holes. The APA discloses 
the claimed elements for securing the slider, while the disc shape is disclosed to correspond to 
the cylinder housing. It would have been obvious to change the shape to disc where the rotor of 



that they all correspond, and to make the protrusions and holes for holding the slider. 

6 Applicant's arguments filed 6/30/03 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that the annular portion 42 and I portion 43 are not "coupled to one 
end" of the base portion 41/43b. Th.s is not correct where the whole base structure, annular 
portion and I portion are all "coupled" at one end 43b since "coupled" is a broad term. There 
is no applicable "teaching away" doctrine when a 35 USC 102 rejection is involved. 
7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Paee 4 

Application/Control Number: 09/70X8 1 / 

Art Unit: 2832 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is tiled within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory acfion is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 

8 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Karl Easthom whose telephone number is (703)308-3306. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-Th. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Elvin Enad, can be reached on (703)308-7619. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703)308- 
7722. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 



